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Disability Through the Ages

Children’s Track 

Public Supports Panel: 

Social Security Programs for Children



Supplemental Security Income - SSI

• SSI provides a cash benefit and Medicaid to 
children with severe disabilities. 

• The amount varies and is dependent on 
household income and resources. 

• There are income and resources limits that 
prevent some children from qualifying at all.



Deeming the child: The Financial Criteria for Child SSI –
Must meet both the income and resource limits

SSA considers:

• Parent’s income (including stepparents, adoptive parents) except for 
SSI

• # of children in the home 

• Some assets (family can own 1 home of any value); otherwise, must 
have less than $2000 in resources if living w/1 parent, $3000 if living 
w/2 parents



SSA’s Spotlight on Deeming 

• https://www.ssa.gov/ssi/spotlights/spot-
deeming.htm#:~:text=WHEN%20DOES%20DEEMING%20APP
LY%3F,resources%20that%20we%20must%20consider.&text=
lives%20away%20at%20school%2C%20but,is%20subject%20t
o%20parental%20control.

https://www.ssa.gov/ssi/spotlights/spot-deeming.htm#:~:text=WHEN%20DOES%20DEEMING%20APPLY%3F,resources%20that%20we%20must%20consider.&text=lives%20away%20at%20school%2C%20but,is%20subject%20to%20parental%20control


Medical Criteria for Child SSI -
Child’s impairment interferes with age-appropriate physical, mental, and 
emotional growth and causes difficulty with…

Activities of 
daily living

Self-care
Play & 

Recreation
School and 
academics

Family life
Community 

Life
Peer 

relationships



How do you apply for Child SSI?

Go to:

www.ssa.gov/benefits/ssi/start.html

The local SSA office will contact you and schedule a phone interview to 
include financial screening and medical information so they can collect 
your child’s evidence of disability. 

Note: Be sure to provide contact information for all doctor’s, psychologists, therapists, 
assessments, school (to include IEP’s and evaluations), hospitals and/or facilities, 
medications, etc.

http://www.ssa.gov/benefits/ssi/start.html


If denied, use your appeal rights! 

• File an appeal in writing within 60 days of the date of the denial 
decision notice. 

• This notice will tell you how to appeal. 

Appeal #1 – Request for Reconsideration

Appeal # 2 – Request for Hearing before an Administrative 
Law Judge

Note: Further appeals are available.



What happens with SSI at age 18??

• Must undergo the Age-18 Re-determination which is based on 
the ADULT rules. 

• Adult claims for SSI are also based on their financial situation 
not their parents.

• SSI at 18 is necessary to keep Medicaid and waivers.



Other ways a child can qualify for 
Social Security benefits… 

A child (with or without a disability) can receive a social 
security benefit on a parent’s record if the parent is:
• Disabled and receiving SSDI on their work record (not SSI)

• Retired and receiving their Social Security Retirement

• Deceased (these are called survivors benefits)

Benefits continue until the child turns 18 or up until age 19 if 
still in school.



Resources

SSA Publication: Benefits For Children with Disabilities

https://www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-10026.pdf

For questions related to an application, appeal or the Age-18 Re-
determination contact dLCV on Monday, Wednesday or Friday at         
800-552-3962 or submit a request for help at: www.dlcv.org/get-help

For information about serving as your child’s representative payee go to: 
https://www.dlcv.org/rep-payee#FAQs

https://www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-10026.pdf
http://www.dlcv.org/get-help
https://www.dlcv.org/rep-payee#FAQs
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